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SUB J : FOREIGN SMALL EARTH STATION TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT 
REF: STATE 282811, DEC 27, 1974 

1. DIRECTOR OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS OF TUNISIAN MINISTRY 
OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS STATED THAT TUNISIA HAS 
NO RPT NO PROGRAMS FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS WITHIN 
NEXT TEN YEARS WHICH WOULD REQUIRE SMALL EARTH STATIONS 
AS DESCRIBED IN REFTEL OTHER THAN THOSE ASSOCIATED WITH 
ARAB TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE PROJECT (TUNIS 7645 
AND PREVIOUS). HE NOTED THAT TUNISIA DOES PLAN TO 
BUILD AN INTELSAT EARTH STATION AND WILL PROBABLY 
BUILD TWO SMALL EARTH STATIONS AS PART OF ARAB 
SATELLITE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM IF PROGRAM 
IMPLEMENTED. HE NOTED THAT ARAB TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF "ARAB INTELSAT" AND OF PARAMETERS AND 
FEASIBILITY OF ARAB SATELLITE SYSTEM. COMMITTEE, HE 
SAID, STILL TO COMPLETE REPORT BY MAR 31 AND SUBMIT 
IT TO ARAB COMMUNICATIONS MINISTERS IN CAIRO. (COMMENT: 

WE NOTE FROM KUWAIT 312 THAT THIS MEETING MAY, IN FACT, 

TAKE PLACE IN KUWAIT, BUT GOT DOES NOT SEEM TO BE 
AWARE OF CHANGE IN VENUE.) 

2. RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS RAISED PARA 6 REFTEL WILL 
DEPEND ON FINAL DECISIONS BY ALL ARAB STATES REGARDING 
ARAB TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE SYSTEM. PRESUMABLY 
"ARAB INTELSAT: WILL BE CHARGED WITH RESPONSIBILITY 

OF SELECTING POSSIBLE SUPPLIERS, NEGOTIATIONS, AND 
CONCLUDING ACTUAL SERVICE AND SUPPLY CONTRACTS. HARD 
TO TELL AT THIS TIME AND FROM TUNISIAN VANTAGE POINT 
WHICH FACTORS LISTED REFTEL WILL BE MOST IMPORTANT. 

3. SOMEWHAT CONTRADICTORY INFORMATION REGARDING 
STATUS OF ARAB TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM OBTAINED FROM 
REPRESENTATIVE OF LARGE FIRM WHICH IS COMPETING ON 

THIS PROJECT MAY BE OF INTEREST. THIS SOURCE STATED 
THAT HE UNDERSTOOD TECHNICAL COMMITTEE HAS RUN INTO 
SERIOUS DELAYS AND PROBABLY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO COM- 
PLETE STUDY BEFORE END OF 1975. MAJOR CAUSE, HE 
THOUGHT, IS DESIRE BY SEVERAL ARAB STATES TO INCLUDE 
SPECIAL MILITARY COMMUNICATIONS CAPABILITY IN SATELLITE 
AND TO EXPAND NUMBER OF CHANNELS FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

HE ALSO COMMENTED THAT WHILE HUGHES AND OTHER COMPANIES 
PROPOSING SMALL SPIN-TYPE SATELLITES STILL SEEM TO BE 
IN A RELATIVELY STRONG POSITION, DESIRED EXPANSION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS CAPABILITY MIGHT FAVOR SUPPLIERS OF 
LARGER STABILIZED SATELLITES. 
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